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victim (as in victimology). One of the major goals of left realism is to provide an analysis 
of crime on all levels, as well as to develop a range of policy recommendations.147

Criminological realism refers to the notion of the square of crime. This term is “short-
hand” and serves as a reminder that crime occurs at the intersection of a number of lines 
of force. One should not view crime solely in terms of victims and offenders without also 
including the role of the state and public opinion.148 This square of crime is illustrated in 
Figure 11.6.

Left realists stress the necessity of a crime-control strategy in a capitalist society. It is 
essential that this crime-control strategy protect those individuals from the lower and 
working classes who are more vulnerable to becoming victims of crime and also experi-
ence a more intense fear of crime. In fact, this increased fear of crime has provided for the 
right wing to adhere to a “law-and-order” campaign that is repressive to many of these 
individuals.149

Policies Related to Labeling 
and Conflict Theories of Crime

A major policy implication of labeling research is that if deviance amplification occurs, 
the criminal justice agency, especially the juvenile justice system, should strive to 
divert certain individuals from formal processing to avoid the negative effects of such  
labeling.150 In reference to policies related to the labeling perspective, a general approach 
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Source: Matthews, R., & Young, J. (1992). Reflections on realism. In J. Young & R. Matthews (Eds.), Rethinking 
criminology: The realist debate (pp. 1–23). London: SAGE, p. 20.
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